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Sign Dances Out of Police Reach 


As Cult Laws Cause Roman Circus 


ae: 


Religious News Service Photo 


Almost as if he were waving a flag in front of a bull, the man in the picture 
above is shown displaying the sign, “Chiesa di Cristo’ (“Church of Christ”) 
by means of a mobile technique enabling him to quickly pull it out of reach 
should police appear. The scene, of course, is Rome, where constitutional 
guarantees of religious freedom and fascist “cult laws’’ co-exist and therefore 


bring about ridiculous spectacles such 
as that shown above. 

The makeshift cardboard sign was 
resorted to after police on March 3 
had for the third time in a year chis- 
elled a 10-inch high bronze ‘Chiesa 
di Cristo” sign from the wall of the 
building, which is owned by an Amer- 
ican evangelical sect. The police had 
taken the bronze sign down in spite of 
a court decision upholding the sect’s 
“right” to erect a sign. The Rev. Cline 





R. Paden of Brownsfield (near Lub- 
bock), Texas, head of the Church of 
Christ in Rome, commented: 

‘We find ourselves in a strange sit- 
uation indeed. We thought we could 
put our sign back in its place when 
the court told us this was our right. 
But when I showed the judgement to 
the policemen today they said they 
had different orders.”’ 


Announcing that his group would 
bring new criminal action against the 
police, he added: “Eventually this 
case may tell whether Italy is a de- 
mocracy or a police state.” 

It took a whole jeepload of police 
to remove the bronze sign during the 
latest altercation. Paden’s brother, 
Gerald, and Mrs. Disma Pollipoli, 
wife of an Italian Church of Christ 
preacher, were arrested and held for 
four hours. Gerald Paden was at- 
tempting to take pictures of the po- 
lice action when the arrest was made. 
Mrs. Pollipoli suffered a heart attack 
before being released, and was sent to 
a hospital. The sect charged that she 
had been treated “brutally.” A sec- 
ond truckload of police was sent to 
Church of Christ headquarters after 
the arrests to stop sect members who 
were endeavoring once more to put 
up the bronze sign. 


Police Wording Rejected 


Throughout the year-long difficul- 
ties police have desperately sought a 
face-saving solution that would imply, 
in spite of court decisions, that non- 
Catholic cults can carry on their re- 
ligious activities only with police 
permission. The latest police action, 
like previous ones, brought unfavor- 
able publicity, and also the interven- 
tion of the United States Embassy. 
To counteract this, police authorities 
offered to allow the posting of a sign 
provided the sect applied for per- 
mission and agreed to change the 
wording to “Mission of the Church 
of Christ.” Giacomo Rosapepe, at- 
torney for the sect, replied: “I refuse 
to do that. We have won a juridical 
decision and the police must abide 
by it.” 

Non-Roman Catholic religions in 
Italy are under the jurisdiction of 
the Interior Ministry, headed by 
Premier Mario Scelba. With each new 
incident involving the Church of 
Christ, ministry spokesmen have of- 
fered changing explanations for their 
restrictions on the “cult.” Undersec- 
retary Guido Bisori’s statement in 

(Continued on page 4) 





Interfaith Action Hits 
Zoning Restrictions 


A zoning restriction against private 
school construction, upheld by the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court, has been 
appealed by the Wisconsin Lutheran 
High-School Conference to the United 
States Supreme Court. The Lutheran 
group’s position is supported by Ro- 
man Catholic and Jewish leaders as 
well as the American Civil Liberties 
Union, and the appeal presents an 
opportunity for the highest court in 
the land to make its first ruling on 
the question. 

In attacking the Wisconsin deci- 
sion, the appeal brief contends that 
“every other state court of last re- 
sort that has spoken on the subject 
has found a discriminatory ordinance 
of this kind to be in violation of the 
14th Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion,” and urged the U. S. Supreme 
Court to adopt as its own the lan- 
guage in a 1949 Minnesota Supreme 
Court decision which held: “. ..a 
private school has no effect upon a 
residential area different from a pub- 
lic one. The distinction is based solely 
upon ownership. Such a distinction 
bears no relation to the purposes of 
the zoning ordinance and for that 
reason is arbitrary.” 

The case originated in Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin, and the state supreme 
court in upholding the zoning restric- 
tion declared in a decision of June 8, 
1954: 

“Anyone in the district of fit age 
and educational qualifications may at- 
tend the public high school. It is his 
right. He has no comparable right to 
attend a private school. The private 
school imposes on the community all 
the disadvantages of the public school 
but does not compensate the com- 
munity in the same manner or to the 
same extent. 

“Tf the private school does not 
make the same contribution to pub- 
lic welfare, this difference may be 
taken into consideration by the legis- 
lative body in framing its ordinance.” 

In addition to the Minnesota prec- 
edent, the Wisconsin Lutherans also 
cited California and Illinois decisions 
which set aside zoning restrictions 
which had been challenged by Ro- 
man Catholic school interests. The 
more recent one was decided by the 
California District Court of Appeal 
last January 24 in a case involving a 
Piedmont zoning ordinance; the oth- 
er, Catholic ure 4 of Chicago vs. 
Kinnery, was decided in 1939. The 
Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Cali- 
fornia, the American Jewish Congress 
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and the American Civil Liberties Un- 
ion filed friend-of-the-court briefs 
supporting the Roman Catholic Wel- 
fare Corporation and Corpus Christi 
Church in the Piedmont case. In the 
pending Wisconsin appeal, Counsel 
Leo Pfeffer of the American Jewish 
Congress plans to file a supporting 
brief if the Supreme Court decides to 
hear the appeal. 

The Rev. Avery C. Manchester, 
pastor of West Hartford Methodist 
Church, Connecticut, has been in- 
volved in a similar dispute originat- 
ing last December when the town 
board of zoning appeals rejected a 
petition for the building of a new 
church by his congregation on an- 
other site. “Any overall town plan- 
ning could not be adversely affected 
by the building of a church,” Man- 
chester contended as he made plans 
for filing an appeal with the Court 
of Common Pleas. 

The Convent of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph is suing in Forsyth County 
Superior Court, Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, to compel the grant- 
ing of a building permit for additions 
to a parochial school in a residential 
area. The question of race segregation 
is also involved in the case because 
the 1949 permit for the original build- 
ing specified that the school was to 
be for white children only. Bishop 
Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh banned 
segregation in the diocese last year. 
The school was turned over to the St. 
Joseph sisters (of Chestnut Hill, 
Pennsylvania) in February. 

For earlier story on zoning prob- 
lems, see Church and State, January. 








Non-Religious ‘Morals’ 
Debated on British Radio 


A debate between a “scientific hu- 
manist” and an orthodox Christian was 
aired in January over the facilities of 
the government-owned British Broad- 
casting Corporation, whose charter re- 
quires it to allow presentation of var- 
ious forms of belief and unbelief while 
excluding anything which would be 
considered offensive by “reasonable” 
persons. The debate was arranged aft- 
er a broadcast by Mrs. Margaret 
Knight on the theme of “morals with- 
out religion” had given rise to a 
storm of newspaper and pulpit pro- 
test, leading Methodist Conference 
President W. Russell Shearer to warn 
that “the concern of the church is the 
spreading of the truth and not the 
arbitrary suppression of the expres- 
sion of error.” 

Mrs. Jenny Morton of the lona Com- 
munity, a. Scottish religious group, 
was Mrs. Knight’s opponent in the 
ensuing debate. 
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POAU Meetings Held 
In Five States 


Seven thousand persons in twenty- 
seven cities and five states heard four 
POAU leaders in a series of religious 
liberty rallies that began in Febru- 
ary and ended March 11 at Rocky 
Mount, North Carolina. 


The campaign featured Paul Blan- 
shard, author of American Freedom 
and Catholic Power, who appeared 
in Tampa, Orlando and Jacksonville, 
Florida, and in Statesville, North 
Carolina. 

Executive Director Glenn L. Arch- 
er shared the platform with Blan- 
shard and appeared in fourteen other 
cities. 

Dr. William A. Cook, editorial as- 
sistant to the executive director, spoke 
before meetings in Tennessee, Ala- 
bama and Florida. He shared the 
platform with Archer in selected 
cities. 

Organization Director John C. 
Mayne, assisted by Dr. Cook, ar- 
ranged itineraries for all speakers, 
appealed for memberships and con- 
tributions, and distributed thousands 
of pieces of POAU literature. 


The educational tour attracted new 
members, awakened interest in 
church-state separation and led to 
the formation of new local chapters. 

The largest meeting, attended by 
over eight hundred persons, met at 
Jacksonville, Florida. 


+ 


New Hampshire law at one time 
allowed only church-bound passen- 
gers to ride trains on Sunday. 
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NEWS From Jar and Near 


@ The Bangor, Michigan, board of education refused a hearing last month 
to Irving Fidelman, critic of a lunch-hour religious instruction program in 
the Consolidated High School. The board said that Fidelman was ineligible 
to be heard because he was a resident of Geneva Township rather than of 
Bangor. The program had heen instituted by Schools Superintendent Homer 
Hendricks after a Kiwanis Club talk by the Rev. Robert Taffee of Sacred 
Heart Roman Catholic Church suggesting that churches needed more “con- 
tact” with youth. State Senator Charles S. Blondy of Detroit attacked the 
program as a “backdoor” method of indoctrination of children compelled 
to “listen to religious instruction because it is the lunch hour and they have 
no place else to go.” Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen are partici- 
pating in the program, which is officially described as “voluntary.” 


@ Private “religious” armies have launched an insurrection in 
Vietnam to take control of the government of Roman Catholic Pre- 
mier Ngo Dinh Diem, who has United States backing. The “pope”’ 
of the Cao Dai sect, Pham Cong Tac, is chairman of the opposition 
front, which also includes the Hoa Hao sect and the Binh Xuyen 
group (an “organization of former river pirates”). Each group has 
its own army and each has cabinet representation. 


@ “Eisenhower never joined a church until after he became President,” 
observed Bible-quoting Democratic Senator Matthew M. Neely of West Vir- 
ginia in a March 28 address at a United Auto Workers convention in Cleve- 
land. “|Now] it has reached the point that one of the great papers of the 
country every Monday morning carries a story about Eisenhower’s attend- 
ance at church the day before... .. : Any man who tries to parade his religion 
that way before the public is ungodly. . . .” The statement provoked indig- 
nant rejoinders from Republican Senators Barry Goldwater, George H. 
Bender, James H. Duff and Joseph R. McCarthy—the last-named accusing 
Neely of “thrust[ing] religion into politics’—and also from National Coun- 
cil of Churches President Eugene Carson Blake, National Presbyterian Church 
pastor Edward L. R. Elson and the Rev. Robert S. Lutz of Denver, each of 
whom defended the President’s “sincerity.” 


@ The United States and Russia each aimed a blow recently at 
a visiting church representative from the other country—the United 
States expelling Metropolitan Boris, Russian Orthodox Exarch of 
North and South America, and Russia expelling the Rev. George 
Bissonette who had ministered to U. S. Roman Catholics in Moscow 
under a clause (never invoked by Protestant churches) in the U. S.- 
Russian recognition agreement of 1933. Deploring what he called 
the disproportionate “excitement” over the latter incident, Chap- 
lain Thomas M. Horner of the Horace Mann school in New York 
pointed out in a letter to “The New York Times” that in the Ortho- 
dox Church a Metropolitan is higher than even an Archbishop and 
that what the United States had done was “much worse” than what 
Russia had done in retaliation. “The Roman Catholic Church be- 
tween the two wars,” he observed, “had to come to terms with 
Mussolini and no one thought of condemning them, or of expelling 
the Apostolic Delegate from Washington, even when we were in a 
state of war.” 


@ Some 3,000 North Carolina public high school students took ‘‘elective”’ 
Bible courses at forty-five schools during the 1953-54 year. The announce- 
ment was made by Director A. B. Combs of the Division of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, who stressed, however, that the courses are not spon- 
sored by the state and that the teachers are church-selected and privately 
paid. 

@ U.S. Voice of America broadcasts should avoid the tendency to 
single out Christians behind the Iron Curtain as friends of “free- 
dom,” Dr. Karlos Levasmeyer told the recent annual meeting of the 
International Council for Christian Leadership, held in Washington, 
D. C. Dr. Levasmeyer, a Latvian refugee who directs college work 
for the Council, said that this tactic “calls the attention of the 
Communist governments to the Christians and can only lead to 
prison and torture for them.” 
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Belgian Rioters Demand 
Undiminished Church Aid 


Roman Catholics in Belgium took 
to the barricades during the last week 
in March in an effort to compel the 
government to abandon its plans to 
reduce subsidies to church schools 
(Church and State, February). The 
major outbreak, preceded by three 
days of sporadic demonstrations and 
scuffles with the police in various 
cities, occurred on Saturday, March 
26, in Brussels, the national capital, 
where crowds estimated by a Roman 
Catholic leader to number 100,000 
struggled to break through the encir- 
cling forces of 10,000 city and federal 
police. Firecrackers, oranges, toma- 
toes and other missiles were hurled 
by rioters at police who retaliated 
with truncheons, tear gas, fire hoses, 
dull-edged sabers, jeep and cav- 
alry charges. Hundreds of persons 
were arrested and scores injured. Ad- 
ditional rioting took place on March 
28 in Tongeren, Mons and Couillet, 
where a public school was set afire. 

Object of the demonstrations, 
which were organized by President 
Theo Le Fevre of the Social Chris- 
tian Roman Catholic Party, was to 
make the government abandon its 
plan to reduce national and munici- 
pal subsidies to private schools (most- 
ly Roman Catholic) from an annual 
4,600,000,000 francs ($92,000,000) 
to about 4,350,000,00 francs ($87,- 
000,000) according to unofficial esti- 
mates. Subsidies to public schools 
amount to about 8,500,000,000 francs 
($170,000,000) annually. 

The March 28 riot at Mons oc- 
curred when Roman Catholic agita- 
tors sought to break up a meeting 
during an address by Education Min- 
ister Leo Collard. “Down with Col- 
lard” has been a rallying cry through- 
out the clerically-inspired violence 
because the government’s decision to 
strengthen the public school system 
has been attributed to his influence. 

Church political forces are continu- 
ing their campaign against the gov- 
ernment school program in the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, which is reconvening 
as this issue of Church and State goes 
to press. 

(For background, see the section 
headed “The Struggle in Belgium,” 
included in Paul Blanshard’s 1951 
pamphlet, The Vatican Versus the 
Public School. The section begins: 
“The two hottest subjects in Belgian 
politics today are the . . . monarchy 
and the expansion of Catholic schools, 
and now .. . the issue of a king has 
been shelved... .” 








Dancing Sign 
(Continued from page 1) 


the latest connection is typical for its 
obscurantism ard evasion of the is- 
sue. He conten d that police sought 
to remove the bronze sign because 
Swiss citizens residing near the 
Church of Christ had complained; 
that no such action had been taken 
in other parts of Italy against the 
sect because there had been no other 
complaints; that the police deemed 
the bronze sign an illegal advertising 
device rather than an identification; 
that the court order in favor of the 
sect was “inapplicable’’ pending dis- 
position of a police charge against 
Cline R. Paden; that police officials 
had been very tolerant of Paden’s 
“stubbornness”; that 48 non-Catholic 
cults with 120,000 members enjoy 
perfect freedom in Italy; that the 
country’s church-state relations are 
not based on the separation princi- 
ple but rather on the Lateran Agree- 
ments and concordat with the Roman 
Catholic Church; that laws of the 
Mussolini regime will remain in force 
pending the completion of govern- 
ment agreements with non-Catholic 
groups as called for in Article 8 of 
the Constitution; and that under 
these laws foreign missionaries are 
prohibited from preaching to native 
Italians. 


Italian evangelical leaders imme- 
diately responded with a denial of 
Bisori’s assertion that “religious free- 
dom is fully recognized in Italy.” 
“The problem of religious liberty in 
Italy,” they insisted, “‘is still to be 
solved.” A month earlier, the Federal 
Council of Italian Evangelical 
Churches, in a memorandum to the 
Government, had accused the In- 
terior Ministry of “failure to honor”’ 
constitutional guarantees of religious 
liberty. 

A Rome radio dispatch distributed 
in the United States by the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference news 
service (NC) re-hashed official Ital- 
ian explanations of the police action 
and drew particular attention to the 
Italian regime’s fear that the name, 
“Church of Christ,” is causing “‘con- 
fusion in the minds of the people” 
because the evangelical group’s build- 
ing is “within a few steps of an exist- 
ing Catholic parish church known as 
the Church of Christ the King (Chi- 
esa di Cristo Re)... .” 

By the time this story appears in 
print, Rome police authorities may 
have made further concessions similar 
to those they have made in the past 


4 


—but the root difficulty requires 
more drastic action. As POAU ob- 
served on a similar occasion in the 
fall of 1952: 

“The ban has been lifted—at least 
for the moment—but the power to 
ban remains, and the basic question 
is, therefore, still unresolved. If, in 
any country, it is necessary to go to 
the police for ‘permission’ to worship 
publicly, then it is also necessary for 
free men to cry out against the unjust 
system which exists.” 

In other words, religious liberty 
will not come to Italy until the 
Roman Catholic Church is dises- 
tablished. 


Porro ooo oor ooo oor oor oro ororore 


indonesia Would End 
Church School Pact 


4 
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? The government-granted, 42-year- 
4 old church monopoly of elementary 
} education in the Lesser Sunda Islands 
, of Indonesia appears to be on its way 
4 out. A current parliamentary bill calls 
, for cancellation of the pre-World War 
4 | contract under which the Nether- 
4 lands Indies government pledged full 
financial support to Protestant and 
Roman Catholic island mission schools 
? and bound itself not to open public 
, schools. The new bill does not, how- 
4 ever, call for a clean-cut separation 
? of church and state—it would allow 
4 churches to offer religious education 
' classes in public schools, and would 
? allow continued subsidization of church 
4 schools “contingent upon the govern- 
, ment having the necessary funds.” 

‘ One year after its establishment in 
4 1949 the Indonesian Republic took the 
position that subsidies to the Chris- 
4 tian schools should end because it was 
? unfair to tax a predominantly Moslem 
, and Buddhist population for the sup- 
4 port of alien religions. Subsidies to 
, the Timor Protestant Church, the Re- 
4 formed Church of Sumba and the Ro- 
' man Catholic Church of Flores were 
) cut off at that time. About 500 pri- 
mary schools are said to be operated 
} by Christian churches on the islands. 
\ 
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Chapter Activities 
Tempo Increases 


Things are humming in POAU 
chapters all over the nation. Some of 
the “hum” comes from expanded 
programs undertaken by long-estab- 
lished chapters, and some of it from 
units only recently established. 

Direct from Colombia, where he 
had been conducting evangelistic 
work, the Rev. Ramon Hernandez 
Cubrera recently addressed a meet- 
ing of the San Francisco Chapter. 
The Rev. Alexander S. Fleming, for- 
mer president of the San Francisco 





Council of Churches, was elected 
chapter president. 

A large chapter-sponsored meeting 
in the downtown area of Chicago 
was addressed by POAU National 
Advisory Councilman Frederick Cur- 
tis Fowler. Dr. Fowler, who recently 
accepted the pastorate of the First 
Presbyterian Church at Duluth, 
Minnesota, rendered previous mem- 
orable service in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania. The new president of the Chi- 
cago Chapter is the Rev. Virgil A. 
Kraft. 

Plunging into action soon after his 
election as president of the Kansas 
City (Missouri) Chapter, the Rev. 
W. Ross Edwards of the Swope Park 
Baptist Church led a campaign of op- 
position to the Walsh parochial school 
bus transportation bill, which ap- 
pears as of this writing to be “dead” 
in the Missouri legislature, although 
its author is striving to bring it to 
life again. 

A POAU Quarterly News-Bulletin 
is now being published by the Los 
Angeles Chapter, which recently 
heard an address by the Rev. W. E. 
R. O'Gorman on “The Importance of 
Separation of Church and State as 
Seen by a Former Roman Catholic 
Priest.” 

Executive Director Archer ad- 
dressed the St. Louis Chapter on 
March 24 at a luncheon in the Scot- 
tish Rite Temple. Scores of new mem- 
bers are enrolling as a result of an 
expansion campaign conducted by 
the chapter. The group, like its sis- 
ter chapter in Kansas City, performed 
effective spadework in halting the 
Walsh parochial school bus transpor- 
tation bill in the legislature. 

Reprints of the memorable rebut- 
tal of Dr. John A. Mackay to Vice- 
President Nixon’s ill-chosen remarks 
on the “anti-Communist” role of the 
Roman Catholic Church (Church and 
State, March) are being distributed 
by the New York Chapter. Dr. Mac- 
kay is president of Princeton Theolog- 
ical Seminary and a vice-president of 
POAU. 

A students’ chapter is being formed 
at Southeastern Theological Semi- 
nary, Wake Forest, North Carolina, 
with the aid and counsel of Professor 
Garland Hendricks. 

Organization Director John C. 
Mayne will address a charter-pres- 
entation meeting of the Roanoke, 
Virginia, Chapter on April 29. 

+ 

When you renew your Church and 
State subscription, you renew your 
access to truth in a neglected field. 
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Bus Issue at White Heat 
From Missouri to Alaska 


Upheavals associated with the per- 
ennial rash of parochial school bus 
bills are at an acute stage in Maine, 
Maryland, Missouri, New Hampshire, 
New Mexico, Vermont and Alaska 
as this issue of Church and State goes 
to press. 

The Maine legislature is consider- 
ing a bill by Representative Paul A. 
Couture of Lewiston to provide pub- 
lic transportation over ‘established 
school bus routes” for non-public 
school pupils. Among opponents of 
the measure—similar to one which 
was defeated in 1953—are Deputy 
Education Commissioner William O. 
Bailey and the Rev. Harvey F. Am- 
merman of Augusta, a representative 
of the Maine Council of Churches. 
Bailey contends it would be discrimi- 
natory to carry private pupils to 
schools of their choice while public 
pupils have to go to whatever school 
municipal officials decree; Ammer- 
man, questioning the constitutionality 
of the bill, opposes the use of public 
funds “‘to educate children in a spe- 
cial way.” Contrary views were ex- 
pressed by members of the Maine Di- 
ocesan Council of Catholic Women. 
The Legal Affairs Committee of the 
legislature heard the arguments and 
two members, Senator Elton A. Les- 
sard of Lewiston and Representative 
John T. Quinn of Bangor, were visibly 
impressed by a typically emotional 
and irrelevant plea for the measure 
made by Mrs. Ellis Hight of Lewis- 
ton, who called for passage in order 
to assure transportation for handi- 
capped private school pupils. Mean- 
while, a town meeting at Sabattus has 
approved by a 60 to 51 vote a $5000 
appropriation for a new school bus for 
transporting “all”? elementary school 
children. 

A bill drafted by a committee of 
Roman Catholic parents has been sent 
to state legislative representatives of 
Talbot County, Maryland, by the 
county’s board of commissioners with 
their recommendation for enactment 
(originally, they had forwarded it 
without comment, but the legislative 
delegation had returned it saying they 
could not act without a recommenda- 
tion). School officials had informed 
the commissioners that the cost of 
bus transportation for a single paro- 
chial school pupil would be $44.15, 
but that the county would be saved 
the cost of educating 200 pupils ex- 
pected to attend a new _ parochial 
school now being built, on behalf of 
which the bill was drafted. 
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Representative Jennie S. Walsh of 
St. Louis, Missouri, is attempting to 
resuscitate her parochial school bus 
bill by re-introducing it in slightly 
altered form. After its original intro- 
duction (Church and State, March), 
widespread public protest sparked by 
POAU chapters and other organiza- 
tions resulted in referral of the bill 
to the legislature’s public schools 
committee for shelving during this 
session. On the pretext that the meas- 
ure is concerned with “safety” rather 
than “education,” the Committee on 
Transportation Other Than Rail- 
roads had previously considered and 
favorably reported on the bill. Against 
her wishes, Mrs. Walsh’s second ver- 
sion has been sent to the public 
schools committee and new hearings 
are scheduled as we go to press. An 
incisive address delivered in February 
by POAU St. Louis Chapter Secre- 
tary Victor B. Harris, demonstrating 
why the Walsh proposal is “as screwy 
as anything ever devised,” has been 
printed in pamphlet form and may be 
obtained from national or St. Louis 
POAU headquarters. 

In New Hampshire, unfavorable 
reports of the House education com- 
mittee have killed two bus bills, one 
of which would have provided an an- 
nual $900,000 state appropriation to 
subsidize transportation of public and 
non-public pupils through-grade 12, 
and the other of which would have 
required cities and towns to provide 
free transportation for non-public pu- 
pils through the eighth grade. New- 
port Representative Joseph D. 
Vaughn, a retired teacher and educa- 
tion committee chairman, said that 
the primary objection to the first bill 
was its expensiveness, but he did not 
mention another important factor— 
the likelihood of a lawsuit (favored 
by some legislators) to test the con- 
stitutionality of the measures if they 
had passed. 

New Mexican Governor John F. 
Simms has been petitioned by mem- 
bers of the First Baptist Church of 
Albuquerque to veto a bill permitting 
county school systems to transport 
parochial school pupils. Originally, 
the bill had made such transportation 
mandatory but the legislature amend- 
ed the bill to make it merely per- 
missive. The measure allows county 
commissions to pay a per capita fee 
directly to bus drivers but forbids in- 
volvement of school superintendents 
or school boards in the transaction. 
Otto Hake, clerk for the Baptist 
group, indicated that a court test 
might be sought if the Governor 
signed the bill. Executive Secretary 
Harry P. Stagg of the New Mexico 


Baptist Convention declared that 
“sectarian groups should pay their 
own expenses and not depend on the 
taxpayers to bear costs rightfully 
theirs.” On the other hand, Msgr. 
William T. Bradley, schools superin- 
tendent for the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe, complained 
that the bill was not passed in its 
mandatory form. 

A 17-12 vote of the Vermont Sen- 
ate killed a parochial bus measure, 
but not before Senator Asa Bloomer 
of West Rutland advanced truly star- 
tling arguments in favor of the bill. 
He called for passage in order to le- 
galize an already existing practice in 
his district and predicted that the 
practice would go on even if this were 
not done! Principal antagonists in the 
debate were Senator E. Frank Branon 
of Franklin County, sponsor, and 
Senator Graham Newell of St. Johns- 
bury, who contended that the state’s 
sole responsibility was for the trans- 
portation of public school pupils. 
Also rejected was a proposal for a 
state-wide referendum on the ques- 
tion. The vote was 28-1. Only one 
of Vermont’s 30 senators was ab- 
sent, and the galleries were filled. 
Later, the Vermont edition of the Ro- 
man Catholic weekly, Our Sunday 
Visitor, challenged Protestant leaders 
to indicate whether or not they 
thought it constitutional that “in cer- 
tain public schools of Vermont min- 
isters of religion are engaged by 
school committees” as publicly-em- 
ployed teachers. The paper said that 
it did not oppose this practice but 
thought that its acceptance by per- 
sons who oppose public support for 
parochial school bus transportation 
was an indication of prejudice. 

The Alaskan Territorial Legislature 
passed House Bill No. 40 “providing 
transportation for children attending 
schools in compliance with compul- 
sory education laws” as a “public 
health, safety, and welfare’ measure. 
It was amended before passage to re- 
strict its application to non-public 
school children so as to include only 
those who “must travel distances com- 
parable with, and over routes the 
same as, the distances and routes over 
which the children attending public 
schools are transported.”’ Sponsors 
were Mrs. Ryan and Messrs. Greuel, 
Riley and Johnson. The Rev. C. E. 
Bishop, district pastor of the Seventh- 
day Adventist Church, attacked the 
proposal in the letters column of The’ 
Ketchikan Daily News and leading 
Masons and Shriners also indicated 
their opposition. A test of the meas- 
ure’s constitutionality is being con- 
sidered. 








U. $. - Spain Marital 
Accord Falls Through 


An uncomfortable status quo is be- 
ing maintained on the question of 
Spain’s marital laws and their effect 
on United States personnel stationed 
there, latest reports reveal. The storm 
of controversy which followed news- 
paper revelations last Christmas of a 
pending “deal” between the United 
States and Spain on the subject 
(Church and State, January, Febru- 
ary and March) has caused the State 
Department to abandon the idea of 
attempting any formal agreement 
with Spain. Thus, in a legal sense the 
United States Government will not 
be a party to any agreement which 
recognizes Roman Catholic ‘‘canon 
law” as binding upon American citi- 
zens, although in practice such eccle- 
siastical law will continue to affect 
Americans because church law and 
civil law governing marriage in Spain 
are one and the same—and the United 
States has no power to change that. 

Under the now-abandoned draft 
agreement, signed in Madrid on No- 
vember 18 by U. S. Major General 
August W. Kissner and Spanish Gen- 
eral Staff Chief Juan Vigon, U. S. 
chaplains serving our air and sea base 
personnel would have been forbidden 
to conduct services for persons other 
than Americans or to perform mar- 
riage ceremonies where a Catholic- 
non-Catholic mixed marriage would 
result. Canonical dispensation from 
the Roman Catholic Church would 


be required before such mixed mar- 
riages could be legally recognized, and 
then only upon condition that the 
non-Catholic spouse would agree to 
conditions imposed by the Roman 
church. The proposed restrictions also 
would have prevented an American 
Catholic from marrying a Spanish 
Catholic outside the church. 

The proposed covenant, with all its 
unAmerican connotations, might quite 
possibly have been quietly ratified 
without any public discussion had it 
not been for the indiscretion of a 
U. S. chaplain of Roman Catholic 
faith who told newsmen, “We got ev- 
erything we wanted.” 

Since the thorough public airing 
given the question in American news- 
papers, the Spanish Government has 
relented a little in the internal appli- 
cation of its church-controlled mar- 
riage laws. First, Generalissimo Fran- 
cisco Franco personally intervened to 
allow the marriage of two Protestants 
who had once been baptized as Ro- 
man Catholics (Church and State, 
March); this has been followed by 
three other “Protestant” marriages 
involving two couples who were for- 
mer Roman Catholics and another 
couple who were, respectively, a Prot- 
estant by birth (the groom) and a 
convert from Catholicism to Protes- 
tantism (the bride). Formerly, the 
Franco regime used to block such 
marriages’ completely or entangle 
them in seemingly endless red tape, 
unlike the pre-existing Republican re- 
gime which had allowed non-Catholic 
civil marriages as a matter of course. 





and September, 1954). 


olic Directory” as parochial schools. 





Illinois Schools Must Bar 
Sectarianism, 


“Neither school administrators nor religious leaders wish the public schools 
turned into-a battleground wherein competing sects struggle for domination,” 
IMinois Attorney General Latham Castle declared last month in a seven-page 
opinion lashing out at sectarian practices which are said to exist in at least a 
score of public schools in the state. The opinion was drawn up in reply to questions 
submitted by Vernon L. Nickell, state superintendent of public instruction, and, 
except in one or two particulars, it constituted a victory for the courageous Mrs. 
Dorothy N. Larson, a Johnsburg housewife who brought suit nearly two years ago 
to end parochialization of the local public school (“Church and State,” May, 1953 


Attorney General Castle held that prayers, religious readings and symbols, 
textbooks and other teaching materials showing a clear bias for a particular religion, 
religious pictures (except for famous paintings used in art courses), statuary, 
medals and objects of veneration have no place in the public schools of Illinois. He 
told Superintendent Nickell that no statement of law could anticipate all possible 
situations, but that public administrators could apply “the rule of reason” in line 
with the fundamental principles which he had stated. 

The top state legal officer declined, however, to hold illegal the off-hours use 
of public school facilities by sectarian groups or the public employment of garbed 
Roman Catholic teaching sisters. He contended that the sisters’ garb should not 
be considered the kind of religious “symbol” he had ruled inadmissible, but 
as the “badge of a certain order rather than a symbol.” (We will give $10 to any 
reader who can show us that a “badge” is not a “symbol"—Editor’s note.) 

Thirty accredited Illinois public schools were listed in the 1953 “Official Cath- 


Ruling Holds 








Bishop Sheen Presses 
Philippine Claims 


Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, leading 
dramatic orator of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy in the United States, 
made a personal appearance last 
month before the Foreign Claims Set- 
tlement Commission to re-argue the 
case for previously denied church war 
claims in the Philippines. Speaking for 
nine Philippine Roman Catholic bish- 
ops who were seeking a grant of $6,- 
846,000, Sheen sought to prove that 
the island bishops’ churches were affil- 
iated” with the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Faith, which he heads, 
and therefore eligible for benefits in 
accordance with the legal requirement 
that affiliation with a U. S. organiza- 
tion must be shown. 

Twice before, war claims com- 
missioners had denied claims ad- 
vanced by the Philippine bishops on 
the ground that Roman Catholic 
church property is held in the name 
of the archbishop as a “corporation 
sole” (having sole authority to re- 
ceive, hold, manage and sell the prop- 
erty), with the archbishop and bish- 
ops running the Philippine churches 
independently of American religious 
organizations, subject only to Rome. 


In 1953, H. R. 5722, a bill spon- 
sored by Congressman John W. Hes- 
elton of Massachusetts, sought to 
“amend section 7 of the War Claims 
Act of 1948, with respect to claims 
of certain religious organizations 
functioning in the Philippine Islands 
... (Church and State, July, 1953). 
Passage of this bill, it was estimated 
at the time, would have made possible 
thirty million dollars’ worth of tax 
aid to the church by setting aside 
Opinion No. 47, issued by the general 
counsel of the War Claims Commis- 
sion in denial of the church claim. 
Now, Bishop Sheen’s powers of per- 
suasion have been brought into play 
in an effort to secure by administra- 
tive action what the church has failed 
to secure through Congress. 


As we go to press, word has been 
received that the Forcign Claims Set- 
tlement Commission has rejected 
nearly six million dollars claimed by 
the Philippine hierarchy on the same 
ground of “non-affiliation” cited in 
previous decisions, but has granted 
nearly five million dollars to the 
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent 
de Paul, the Bishop of Zamboanaga 
and the Archbishop of Jaro. Other 
churches also benefited, but it is re- 
ported that about 80 per cent of all 
church claims were Roman Catholic. 
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Illinois Decision Upholds 
Religious Adoption Clause 


Mr. and Mrs. De Wayne Cooper will not be allowed to adopt the 11- 
month-old twins whom they have cared for in their Belvidere, Illinois, home 
since last August. So decided Judge Henry Cowlin of McHenry County, sit- 
ting in Boone County Court on March 3. The sole reason for denial of the 
adoption petition was that the Coopers are Protestants while their two young 


charges, Mary Kathryn and Marga- 
ret Ann Hinrichs, are ““Roman Cath- 
olics.” 

The mother, Mrs. John Hinrichs 
Burt, was divorced from John Hin- 
richs in 1953, before they were born. 
She is now married to Daniel Burt, 
a local garage mechanic. The twins, 
with three others of her children, had 
been placed in St. Vincent’s orphan- 
age at Freeport as dependent chil- 
dren of Boone County. In August, 
1954, Boone County probation offi- 
cer Warren N. Tanner placed them 
in the Cooper home as foster children. 

When the Coopers moved to adopt 
the children, the Rev. Michael Shan- 
ahan, director of Roman Catholic 
charities in the Rockford diocese, 
blocked their way by filing a formal 
protest to the adoption on the ground 
that the children had been baptized 
as Roman Catholics. He declared that 
a Catholic couple could be found to 
adopt them. In making his decision, 
Judge Cowlin cited the Illinois adop- 
tion law’s requirement that the court 
“shall whenever possible give custody 
through adoption to a petitioner or 
petitioners of the same religious belief 
as the child.” He also cited a recent 
Massachusetts decision along the 
same line (Church and State, Febru- 
ary, and earlier issues). 

“We are broken-hearted but I don’t 
know what else we can do,” said 
Cooper, a Belvidere heating contrac- 
tor, when he heard the decision. 

Meanwhile, an effort to change the 
Massachusetts law so as to allow 
court-approved interfaith adoptions 
(Church and State, March) has 
reached the hearing stage before the 
House Legal Affairs Committee at 
Boston. Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Richard J. Cushing, through Attor- 
ney Henry M. Lenn of Dorchester, 
also representing the Archdiocesan 
Councils of Catholic Men and Wom- 
en, reiterated the church’s position 
that the child acquires religious status 
at birth and that this status should 
outweigh all other considerations. 

In the Rhode Island General As- 
sembly, Representative Thomas F. 
Kelleher of Providence is seeking 
passage of a bill to make religious re- 
strictions on adoption even tighter 
than they are now. 
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‘Atheist’ Teacher Case 
Studied by Unitarians 


An ex-Baptist preacher turned 
atheist, fired in February from his 
public school teaching post in Spring- 
field, Missouri, has raised a question 
of freedom of conscience which the 
Unitarian Fellowship of Springfield 
has voted to investigate. 

The 39-year old teacher, Leslie 
Hill, had been asked by an eighth- 
grade pupil of Pipkin Junior High 
whether he believed in God and had 
replied, “Frankly, I don’t.” He sug- 
gested that pupils who wanted to 
know his views should meet him after 
school, and about 25 did so. Schools 
Superintendent Willard J. Graff dis- 
missed the teacher with the state- 
ment, ‘‘There isn’t any place for athe- 
ists or agnostics in the public school 
system.” Hill, who had taught for 
seven years and enjoyed the reputa- 
tion of being ‘‘very religious,” was 
granted his full salary for the re- 
mainder of the academic year, but re- 
marked that “$100,000 wouldn’t pay 
me for the damage done my char- 
acter.” He said that he had first be- 
gun to question orthodox religion two 
or three years ago. “We can discuss 
controversial issues of food, clothing 
and even politics in the classroom,”’ 
he added, “but when the word ‘God’ 
is mentioned and an answer such as 
mine is given, they say it is an un- 
pardonable sin.” 

President Victor Bovee of the Uni- 
tarian Fellowship of Springfield an- 
nounced later that his group had 
voted to investigate the question from 
a civil rights standpoint. He said the 
organization did not “espouse athe- 
ism in any way,” but was interested 
in “furthering individual freedom in 
religious beliefs, irrespective of their 
source.” 


+ 


Ohio State Senator Frank W. King 
of Toledo has introduced a bill in the 
legislature forbidding public school 
authorities to “ask or require any ap- 
plicant for a teacher’s position to de- 
clare, discuss or disclose his religious 
preference.” 


O’Connor Hospital 
Yields to Doctors 


Clerical domination of medical 
practice at O’Connor Hospital, San 
Jose, California, has been lifted suffi- 
ciently to allow recovery of accredi- 
tation by the Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Hospitals and the 
return of many physicians who had 
been in disagreement with the hospi- 
tal’s former policies. According to a 
recent story in the San Jose Evening 
News, the restoration of harmony 
after a year of discord was accom- 
plished by revising the by-laws to 
make it clear that “the medical staff 
is responsible for the quality of med- 
ical care, subject to the ultimate au- 
thority of the hospital governing 
body.” 


Announcement of the agreement 
was made by Sister Helen, O’Connor 
administrator, in a joint statement 
with Dr. Thomas N. Foster, medical 
staff president. Dr. Pierce C. Barrette, 
president of the Santa Clara County 
Medical Society, which last year had 
sought unsuccessfully to mediate the 
administration-staff dispute, hailed 
the development, saying that it 
showed ‘“‘we are working more and 
more in accord for the health of the 
community.” Under the new set-up 
more than 300 physicians have access 
to O’Connor facilities, an increase of 
approximately 100 over the number 
eligible last year after an adminis- 
trative shake-up had placed the med- 
ical staff under the control of 10 nuns 
(Church and State, February, 1954). 


+ 


Discrimination Charged 
In New York Case Work 


New York City civil service au- 
thorities and the Domestic Relations 
Court have been accused of religious 
discrimination in the appointment of 
social welfare workers. A legal com- 
plaint filed with the State Commis- 
sion Against Discrimination by attor- 
nies for the American Jewish Congress 
contends that under Sections 25 and 
32 of the Domestic Relations Court 
Act, religious faith may be considered 
in the assignment of probation offi- 
cers, but that it is only by a misinter- 
pretation of the law that city officials 
are applying a religious test in the 
appointment of civil service personnel 
from the eligible list, with “quotas” 
assigned to Catholics, Protestants and 
Jews. 











Top Magazine of Hierarchy Again 
Accuses O'Neill of Distortions 


“Mr. ONeill has given a completely inaccurate and objectionable state- 
ment about Cardinal Ottaviani’s Lateran discourse and a serious faulty de- 
scription of the [Roman Catholic] Church’s power of jurisdiction.” -This 
harsh judgment was rendered in the February issue of The American Eccle- 
siastical Review on James M. O’Neill’s latest book, Catholics in Controversy 


(McMullen, 1954, $3.00). The critic 
was the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph Clif- 
ford Fenton, editor of the Review, 
which is published by Catholic Uni- 
versity and is the foremost journal of 
the American priesthood; the author 
under consideration was James M. 
O’Neill, foremost American lay apol- 
ogist for the Roman Catholic Church 
and author of the earlier book, Ca- 
tholicism and American Freedom 
(1952), which came under similar 
criticism from Msgr. Fenton (Church 
and State, September, 1952). 

Msgr. Fenton, disdainful of the 
soothing syrup used by O'Neill to 
mollify non-Catholic opinion in the 
United States, insists on the essential 
soundness of the address delivered in 
Rome on March 2, 1953 by Alfredo 
Cardinal Ottaviani, pro-secretary of 
the Congregation of the Holy Office, 
in which the latter declared that “‘tol- 
erance is not a synonym for freedom 
of propaganda which foments reli- 
gious discord and alters the secure 
and unanimous possession of truth 
and of religious practice in countries 
such as Italy, Spain, and others’ 
(Church and State, September, 1953) 
—an address which “liberal’’ Amer- 
ican Catholics have been trying to ex- 
plain away ever since. 

“Catholics in Controversy could 
have been and should have been a 
great asset to the Catholic people of 
the United States,” Msgr. Fenton ob- 
serves. “Unfortunately, however, it 
contains two small sections which 
tend to mislead rather than to en- 
lighten its readers.’’ He _ identifies 





these sections, both appearing in a 
chapter called “‘Minor Irritants and 
Incipient Controversies,” as sections 
dealing with points made by Cardinal 
Ottaviani in his Lateran discourse. 
“It happens,” the church magazine 
editor continues, “that incorrect teach- 
ing on both of these points is by no 
means restricted to the author of 
Catholics in Controversy. Hence it 
would appear to be a good idea to 
analyze what Mr. O'Neill has had to 
Ape 


Less Than Candid 


“Mr. O’Neill has been something 
less than candid in dealing with the 
matter of Cardinal Ottaviani’s teach- 
ing on Church and state. | The capi- 
italization is Msgr. Fenton’s—edi- 
tor’s note.| The section of the chap- 
ter that deals with the Cardinal’s doc- 
trine is entitled ‘News Reports: The 
Misstatements of Time Magazine.’ 
In that section Mr. O’Neill complains 
vehemently about the way the weekly 
magazine Time handled the story 
about Cardinal Ottaviani’s Lateran 
discourse of March 2, 1953. Yet, in- 
corporated into and to some extent 
masked by that series of complaints 
against Time, is an absolutely unwar- 
ranted and completely false attack 
against the teaching of the distin- 
guished Cardinal Pro-Secretary of the 
Holy Office. 

“Mr. O'Neill notes that a letter 
written to and published in Time, 
commenting on that magazine’s story 
about Cardinal Ottaviani’s address, 
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CHURCH AND STATE 


Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


‘said that the cardinal’s statement 
was “in agreement, with the history, 
doctrines and practices of the Roman 


Catholic Church.” ’ Mr. O'Neill ex- 
presses his reaction to this statement 
in the following astounding  pro- 
nouncement: ‘This is, of course, sim- 
ply untrue, as anyone who knows the 
religious history of the Western world 
is perfectly well aware.’ 


“Thus, according to Mr. O’Neill. 
any person who is aware of the reli- 
gious history of western civilization 
knows very well that what the Car- 
dinal Pro-Secretary of the Holy Office 
taught in his address at the Lateran 
convocation was not in agreement 
with the history, the doctrines, and 
the practices of the Catholic Church. 
The assertion that the Cardinal’s 
teaching is in agreement with what 
the Church has said and done in the 
field of Church-state relations is 
blandly dismissed as ‘simply untrue.’ 

“Actually, then, the attack against 
the news magazine, Time, in Mr. 
O’Neill’s book, turns out to have been 
a disgraceful, yet comically presump- 
tuous, rejection of the teaching set 
forth by Cardinal Ottaviani in his 
Lateran discourse. The Cardinal is by 
all means the best known and the 
most highly regarded expert in the 
field of public ecclesiastical law. . . . 

‘“... Mr. O'Neill completely over- 
looks the fact that God has given His 
Church the power to make laws and 
to issue individual precepts, imposing 
upon the subjects of the Church an 
obligation valid in His sight.” 
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This Major Ought 
To Get ‘Devil’ 


Soldiers who don’t measure up to 
Major Nicholas A. Lord's conception 
of what their religious practices should 
be are getting the ‘devil’ under a 
system of coercion which he recently 
devised. The major, battalion com- 
mander of the United States Army's 
803d Engineer Aviation Battalion sta- 
tioned near London, England, decreed 
that a red ‘devil’ painted on a plaque 
would be awarded to the battalion 
company with the poorest record of 
church attendance during Lent, and 
that the company would have to dis- 
play the plaque prominently for two 
weeks. “We want to instill the fear of 
the [Major] Lord in all our troops,’ 
Lord and Chaplain Theodore J. Klein- 
hans said in a joint statement. 

Major Lord and Chaplain Kleinhans 
deserve a red “devil” themselves. 
Since when are free Americans 
marched off to church in military 
“companies,” or threatened with pub- 
lic ridicule for non-attendance? 
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